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7l (Greece), th =T (port of

Piraeus)

Z NS ERONUSERD - EHt25F .
PERE/ E

+HEH 357 miles

b=y 516 miles

FAH] 543 miles

b =YNg 593 miles

2954 680 miles

FAA] 994 miles

ishai 1,522 miles

H[Ef] 2,843 miles

Vel 2,887 miles

E[IFE 3,640 miles

FEH 4,712 miles
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12. &Rt (Charleston), EH 5,135 miles
13. ¥ (Singapore), Hrhnsez 5,633 miles
14. E49#yNE (Rio de Janeiro), e 5,716 miles
15. 7EEHEE (Cristobal), RRE=9=S) 5,851 miles
16. #7ZEHAR (Ho Chi Minh City), idez) 6,284 miles
17. pA%§E (Cape town), Ik 6,587 miles
18. F# (Hong Kong), 5] 7,115 miles
19. 5/ (Kaohsiung), HEE R[] 7,258 miles
20. FfE (Keelung), HrEE R[] 7,454 miles

(MY - EEEIRXETALEE  BORR)

Fres
MU FRRRER -

Pt / Bi(Country) / S E4RAEERE (A H)

1.71&k (Canada) 202,080

2.3FE, (Norway) 83,281

3.H1JE (Indonesia) 54,716

4.(fkzefr (Russia) 37,653

5.3gf#% (Philippine) 36,289

6.1 (China) 32,075

7.0 (Japan) 29,751 e W

8.8 (Australia) 25,760 - Lo ifa) |
9.%F (U.S.A.) 19,924 L= s -
10.4176 (New Zealand) 15,134 (¥ : EEERIRXETEEHRIREERA)
11.%5fE  (Greece) 14,880

12956 (U.K.) 12,429

SEER L EEER - BHREREE -
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Mastering the weather

% B X & (F)

Weather warnings

The weather itself is a tremen-
dously broad field of knowledge.
I doubt if anyone can fully master
it, so caution has to prevail when
considering weather and its con-
sequences to the ship on passage.
Weather patterns vary between dif-
ferent geographical areas and can
be affected by seasonal or daily
phases, long-term phenomena,
specific local characteristics and
much more. Fortunately, there are
resources on hand to help us. His-
toric data of almost every kind is
available for careful study. Weather
charts consolidate years of obser-
vation and provide a useful source
of information in terms of statis-
tics. Weather forecast providers
can inform us about area statistics,
as well as give a huge range of in-
formation that may help us to un-
derstand the patterns better. Actual
observations on the spot are vital
too, as they can indicate upcoming
changes, even if only in the short
term. Sea temperature compared
to air temperature can warn us of
upcoming fog, while a sudden ba-
rometer drop will warn us of dete-

dee/ SC

rioration in the weather. Heavy or
low cloud cover can foretell an im-
minent squall. Of course, all of that
comes long after the actual fore-
cast for the time and place, and
the more reliable resources we can
access, the better it is for our deci-
sions and plans.
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Know your enemy

Once we know our capabilities
and limitations, we can proceed in
plan-executemonitor mode, consid-
ering the weather element in finer
detail. For longer-term planning,
such as crossing an ocean, we
should be aware that no-one can
guarantee that all will go to plan.
We cannot know what will happen
in two weeks time when we will be
in the middle of the ocean. What
we can bear in mind, however,
is that seasonally there are high
chances of encountering certain
weather conditions in wider areas.
Winter in the North Pacific and At-
lantic will produce storms, while
trade winds prevail around the
equator. The roaring forties will not
make passage easy for a low-pow-
ered vessel in the Southern Ocean
around Cape Horn, and Mistral sea-
son will definitely build high seas
in the middle to south of the Gulf
of Lion. Again, consolidated knowl-
edge is available and careful study
in advance will pay dividends.
Where possible, it is good practice
to observe what the locals are do-
ing and better still to discuss it
with them; they probably know far
more than we do as visitors. Our
long-term planning should bear in

mind how strong, fast, reliable and
vulnerable our ship and cargo are
(ourselves as well) and where we
are heading.
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An observant eye

It is accepted military wisdom
that no plan survives first contact
with the enemy. Once underway,
it is highly likely that our plan will
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not meet reality. Consequently,
we have to evaluate the facts and
adjust our intentions accordingly.
The decision whether to remain
on passage or deviate if heavy
weather seems inevitable is a dif-
ficult one. Sometimes it is of vital
importance in terms of survivability
or maintaining an intact vessel. An
efficient bridge team should deal
with the weather element just as it
does with its other tasks. Commu-
nication in advance and a common
understanding of the factors that
will affect the passage assist the
whole team. When the Master is
not on the bridge, the team should
keep an observant eye on actual,
anticipated and forecasted weather
conditions. Like elsewhere, you
should never be afraid to speak up
and express your concerns — gen-
erally to the Master - if something
obviously doesn't match with what
should be happening. When en-
countering severe weather, precau-
tion and preparation will definitely
have an effect on the overall out-
come. However, decisions based
on good seamanship, vigilance and
the ability to adjust to actual con-
ditions will decide whether the voy-
age will end in yet another accident
report or a successful passage that

will remain a story to share with
your fellow seafarers on your own
terms.
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