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The ITF women's department
has joined with affiliates in Bogota
and Buenos Aires to plan the ex-
pansion of the ITF Women's Advo-
cate Programme to Colombia and
Argentina
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It is part of an ongoing proj-
ect funded by Union To Union - the
Swedish trade union movement’ s
organisation for international de-
velopment.

The workshops looked at the
root causes of violence against
women, the reality of how women
transport workers experience gen-
der-based violence and how wom-
en’ s advocacy is part of the solu-
tion to ending violence in transport
workplaces.

Women and men trade union-
ists learned how the programme
benefits women transport workers,
unions and employers - and discus-
sions moved positively towards the
practicalities of implementation.
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Women's Advocate Programme expands
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The global ITF Women's Advo-
cate Programme supports unions
to develop and implement a union
and workplace response to vio-
lence against women; supporting
individual survivors of violence as
well as working preventatively to
change the conditions that support
violence and women's inequality.

It forms part of the ITF wom-
en's department's work on ending
violence against women transport
workers, alongside the global cam-
paign to ratify ILO convention 190
(concerning the elimination of vio-
lence and harassment in the world
of work) and supporting affiliates
in their work to recognise domestic
violence as a workplace issue.
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ITF Inspectors Meet in Sri Lanka for Worldwide Inspectors Seminar
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More than 110 International
Transport Workers' Federation (ITF)
inspectors gathered in Colombo,
Sri Lanka, in late September for
the Worldwide Inspectors Seminar
(WWIS). The event, which now will
take place every five years, gives
the inspectors time to collaborate
and network among themselves;
and to develop new innovative
strategies for achieving the ITF's
organizational objectives in the
Flag of Convenience Campaign
(FOQ).

OH T~ A] - #iE11044 R & T A
B (ITF) Ve & B B A AT R R Ay ]
2 eiknE Bitst g (WWIS) -
ZEHMREBNFRT R BEReEE
AT S FRIMHE E5OR - WAEEE
fitibr g2 B (FOC) rp B iy A1l SR
REITFRYAHA BT -

The seminar was opened
by President Conrad Oca of the
Associated Marine Officers and
Seamen's Union of the Philippines
(AMOSUP) and first Vice Chair
of the Seafarers' Section, who
welcomed the inspectors and
referred them as “the ITF's Police
Force.”
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According to SIU ITF
Coordinator Ricky Esopa,

“ITF Inspectors are the ITF

representatives working in ports
all around the world in support
of the FOC Campaign. Their
role is to ensure that mariners
of all nationalities receive the
entitlements afforded to them:
under their working agreement, the
Collective Bargaining Agreements
(CBA) they're employed under, and
those protected by international
conventions that are signatory
under the vessel flag. They pursue
fairness and justice for those who
are abandoned, mistreated and
cheated by bad shipowners.

“The mission the week of the
seminar is to strengthen our goals
and commitment in defending
seafarers’ rights,” Esopa added.
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Attending the seminar for the
first time was SIU ITF Inspector in
the Charleston/Savannah Region
Corey Connor, who stated, “I
found it to be incredibly informative
and energizing. Not only as it
pertains to our job as inspectors,
but also putting the faces to the
names of the brothers and sisters I
have been working with around the
world. I found myself leaving more
informed and more empowered in
my role to protect the seafarers
and their rights.”
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The seminar, which was divided
into four days of intense open
plenary and workshop sessions,
covered mariner issues in regards
to their CBAs, Hours of Work and
Rest Violations, Supply Chain

Campaigning, Maritime Labor
Convention (MLC) and Flag State
implementation, Personal Injury
cases, related crew member stress
issues, and maritime advocacy in
cases dealing with sexual assault
aboard ships, along with numerous
case studies.
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Besides ITF officials and
inspectors, the seminar attracted
representatives from seafarers
and dockers unions from Algeria,
Great Britain, Morocco, Myanmar,
Sri Lanka, Sweden, and Ukraine,
along with special guests from
Seafarers Rights International, the
International Maritime Employers
Council (IMEC), VShips group and
International Registries.
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