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�Ð� � � � � �2 16 !v.	1œ 34000
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Glasgow, 10 November 2021 

– In a landmark moment for mari -

time workers the formation of a 

Just Transition Maritime Task Force 

has been agreed to drive decar -

bonisation of the industry and sup-

port millions of seafarers through 

shipping's green transition.

2021 .� 11 6° 10 5•7ä2q5W$•�ä!�

;�^ñ'3=��3-•��+·Lì;�.·1¸Jsp»�•3P"}

DÊ9�F,PÓH[_ÚI³p»�Î&ÐQÒ_ó9�F,MHR�^ñ

'3_öI³�Õp»3x�C5 F&SÔ#µ=�$‰4×2©�ä_Á

+µ=��3-•��O­O´Y¨p»5×"é!®!�6±atI³H9

0·OQF,5ê!ã�ä

The task force will push for -

ward shipping's climate goals while 

protecting its works and their com-

munities, ensuring opportunity for 

all. It will focus on the develop-

ment of new green skills and green 

and decent work, identifying best 

practice across the value chain and 

providing policy recommendations 

for an equitable transition - with a 

�V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���I�R�F�X�V���R�Q���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J���H�F�R�Q�R-

mies.

Z � - • � � + · L ì + ¯ 6 « 3 P " } Q Ò _ ó 9 � F , ; Ë

�ÁF–9Áp»#´5ê�…[�9�DôF,-•��Q¯F e„OL

j|p»Hb�…;w�³�bF,:�6«�µXS"�)��ä;�(¾

��6«+°<•5de3F$5XF,MHR�Iy2(p»�•#rDX

�…#pj|g
F,-•��p»@b5��³ ¡�äcp+³2&6¨

��+ŽWô5a<}p»�Î@b!�;�^ñ'33x�C4çJþ5a

g 
F , .¢ [ �p»B! ! Í5×e„<•F$+ý �ÕF,M;?‡

j|�ä

The task force was agreed 

during high-level discussions at 

COP26, including in discussions 

with the Shipping lead, UN climate 

champions team, whose founding 

members include the International 

Chamber of Shipping (ICS), repre -

senting shipowners, the Interna-

tional Transport Workers' Federa -

tion (ITF), representing seafarers 

� á 0 ‚ 
 þ � Ì

�8�1���*�O�R�E�D�O���&�R�P�S�D�F�W���D�Q�G���V�K�L�S�S�L�Q�J���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���F�R�Q�¿�U�P���I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I��

‘people-centred’ Task Force to ensure Just Transition to net-zero

"“ �ö�á�š�ä�´  Ž#ž#µ,å�È�è)“ �Þ�<�5�ë�Ð�Å�O�6
� ! �3� �  Å�J�ë�è�Ž�D�ÿ� Í0À�æ�â� 
 � • � • � � ,g �#
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and port workers, and the United 

Nat ions  G loba l  Compact ,  the 

world's largest corporate sustain -

ability initiative. 

_Á�³-•��+·Lì5×&Ð  COP26 F,j€f6

Y¶Z~�Õ$î+B1¸Jsp»#kQ¯Y¶Z~F,%V�õ`,"­

2”QÒ_óDôgÀ+¶�©9��•#rP�#°&³;Ë�Á4i[�

O­p·!�"�)s1¸$‰"­2”�‹X�Qá7�F,&³fCQÒ

_ó$î6« (ICS) �ã�‹X�=�$‰#r=×#‹-•�bF,

&³fC_ó^à-•�bP�F‡ (ITF)p»�•#r!��¾Dô6¨

(ÏF,�©9�;àN4F$+ý�É[�pÉP�#°&³!�C«F‡

L¬�ä

Other influential UN organisa -

tions including the International 

Labour Organization (ILO) and the 

International Maritime Organization 

(IMO) will join the task force as 

formal partners.

!��~6±/�g§"CF,P�#°&³LìMüp»"­2”

&³fC"†-•LìMü (ILO) $4&³fC=��3LìMü 

(IMO) ��6«�•;�.·#°��(Í�Ü^S!®"H!
-•

��+·Lì�ä

Guy Platten, secretary general 

ICS, said: �> We are all about to 

face the single largest transition in 

modern times, and all of us will be 

�D�Ñ�H�F�W�H�G��”

ICS I€6 e�Ts�²6�2qiØ (Guy Plat -

ten) X�HâpÉ�ì1¹�¹#�+¯g
Q•C¦�‹6¨(Ï

F , � ¨ :É^ñ '3p»1¹ � ¹1è6± �b `¥+¯# • !Ø / �

g§�ä�í

�> Many of our seafarers come 

from developing nations, who are 

�Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V�L�Q�J�� �¿�U�V�W���K�D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �H�Ñ�H�F�W�V�� �R�I��

climate change. We must ensure 

they are given the green skills they 

need to keep global trade moving, 

and that developing nations can 

have access to the technologies 

and infrastructure to be part of 

shipping's green transition.”

�ì1¹�¹YÙ(Â=�$‰�.Q’F$+ý�Õ&³+^p»

�~�¹YRFäF–G!;Ë�Á[2"¾-Þ�.F,/�g§�ä1¹

�¹/mg°Hb�…[;�~�¹Oz/?MU2©!�C«\g5»F$

+ý1èf¨F,DX�…2(Wûp»�Î�¼[;F$+ý�Õ&³+^

6±:�6«#~/?2(Wû$4'¢H¶YÕ5ep»1¸@bQÒ_ó

MHR�^ñ'3F,�¨�¥*ø�ä�í

The world's largest economies 

reiterated the importance of Just 

Transition this week as 30 nations 

committed to strategies ensuring 

that workers, businesses and com-

munities are supported as coun -

tries transition to greener econo-

mies.

!��¾Dô6¨(ÏF,M;?‡j|5d6Ô_ÙauDÛ�.

!�;�^ñ'3F,auY)/Ïp»#´5ê6±30 �³&³+^2'

Z¦6«!Þ+BF e„JþE
p»Hb�…&Ð&³+^#¹MHR�

M;?‡^ñ'35êp»3x�C-•�b�ã�©9�$4Hæ"è/m

Y)F,3œ"Q�ä
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Global shipping is responsible 

for the movement of 90% of world 

trade and currently accounts for 

nearly 3% of global GHG emis-

sions. There are over 1.4million 

seafarers globally, with the major -

ity of this workforce originating 

from emerging economies.               

!�C«QÒ_ó�ü�¾Dô\g5»F,90%p»F–!õ

���ü!�C«>S+L;Ëj|3:4æawF,_y3%�ä!�C«

6±]-_ö140SÔ#µ=�$‰p»!��Õ(Ï`•!®F,�b"C

`¥�.Q’5XQ°M;?‡j|�ä 

Stephen Cotton, ITF General 

Secretary, said: �> This task force 

will give international shipping the 

opportunity to lead the transforma -

tion of transport. We welcome the 

commitment from all partners, from 

industry and the UN agencies, to 

tackle this challenge collaboratively 

with workers and their unions. We 

know that seafarers'expertise will 

lead shipping's green transforma -

tion, and we look forward to work -

ing in the task force to push for -

ward concrete,tangible solutions to 

decarbonise the sector in a worker-

led just transition.”

ITF I€6 e�#šT*RTIyg» (Stephen 

Cotton) X�HâpÉ�ìZ�-•��+·LìP¥-ÞM�&³

fCQÒ_ó.½gÀ_ó^à^ñ'3F,:�6«�ä1¹�¹9ªY3

1è6±�.Q’-•9�Dô$4P�#°&³:�9sF,(Í1èM�

�0F,2'Z¦p»Q¯-•�b$4-•6«�¨#´#°��p»g


+µ_Ág­2¹1Ø�ä1¹�¹G•_û=�$‰F,+°9�G•[�

#—�•.½gÀQÒ_ó9�]�#¹MHR�^ñ'3p»1¹�¹6Ç

/-&Ð-•��+·Lì�Õ3P"}!�j|!¯+ŽF,Y‹<"5a

<}p»_·_öDÙ-•�b�ã+¶F,!�;�^ñ'3p»Så+Ž

QÒ_ó9�F,PÓH[F–9Á�ä�í

The move represents the first 

of its kind for shipping and will pro -

vide clear leadership and steer for 

the industry to coordinate efforts 

and work with governments, indus-

try, workers and their representa-

tives to ensure a people-centred 

transition for the maritime indus -

try.

;�Q±5×QÒ_ó9�F,i>"�p»��#—6Ã@bQÒ

_ó9�-Þ�.5¶HbF,gÀ+¶5a#¹p»�•"üZg#¬5a

"Cawp»�ÎQ¯4ç.D�ãDÊ9��ã-•�b#r!��‹X�

#°��p»�•Hb�…QÒ_ó9�F,^ñ'3P¥Hb+Ž �!Ø

�•�b@b6Ô�ä

 Sanda Oj iambo, CEO and 

Executive Director of the United 

Nat ions Global  Compact said: 

�> Businesses are raising ambition 

for climate action and preparing 

for the transformative shift in our 

economies and societies necessary 

to secure a 1.5C future. As com-

panies work to halve emissions by 
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2030, a people-centered approach 

is a key to ensuring a just transi -

tion that  leaves no one behind.

P�#°&³!�C«F‡L¬'ŸWôe�!$'ŸWôT��3

7ù_ü)���#� (Sanda Ojiambo) X�HâpÉ

�ì#¬�©9�;Ë�ÁWô"}F,av/k;��µ5_3x"ïp»

��@b�.+0�÷ 1.5° C 6Ò�.1è/mf¨_ÚWôF,M;

?‡$4Hæ6«F,^ñ'3 �][>> A�äfPSÿ�©9�Dô

;�"R"C6Å 2030 .�3:4æaw=Ã"òF,F–9Á`)

_Úp»�µ[;�£�ý�bSå/4�ã�•�b@b6ÔF, �<}

6œ5×�…Zñ!�;�^ñ'3F,e„c��ä

�> With over 87 million people 

employed by our nearly 14,000 

Participant companies, the UN 

Global Compact is uniquely posi -

tioned to scale the collective global 

impact of business to support a 

just transition. Guided by our re-

cently launched Just Transition 

Think Lab this Maritime task force 

will help translate concrete strate-

gies and policies for the sector, ” 

said Ojiambo. 

) � � � # � � � X � H â p É � ì " H ! 
 1 ¹ � ¹ W ô ! ¿

F,!�# _y14,000+^p»Må!�foDÐ�.]-_ö  

8,700 SÔ�bp»P�#°&³!�C«F‡L¬F,+B�õ7ä

(¾!� A Ò"Šp»#—�•4œ(Ï4×2©!�;�^ñ'3F,

�©9�+µ!��¾DôF,fnj|/�g§�ä&Ð1¹�¹6¨_y

%�"}F,�ì! �; �^ñ'3/Å0›+Žiÿ+L�í(Just 

Transition Think Lab) F,2¯+¶�³p»_Á�³

=��3-•��+·Lì#—�•@bDÊ9�^ñ"¾!�j|F,1Ø

E
Q¯4çJþ�ä�í

Guy Ryder, ILO Director-Gen-

eral, saidpÉ�>The task force rep-

resents the best of sectoral social 

dialogue. It echoes the tripartite 

approach set out in the ILO's 2015 

Guidelines for a just transition to -

wards environmentally sustainable 

economies and societies for all, 

taking a human-centred approach 

to achieving green shipping. ”

&³fC"†-•LìMüI€6 e�Ts�²S²/_ (Guy 

Ryder) X�HâpÉ�ì-•��+·Lìf25×Z�Wô9�6¨

)%F,Hæ6«+µZ��‹X�p»P¥(È$$1q&³fC"†-•

LìMü 2015 .�2¯+¶5aa…�Õ3x!¢F,�±5a��

<}p»Så+ŽDX(+;àN4M;?‡$4Hæ6«F,!�;�^ñ

'3p»3I#~�•�b@b6ÔF,5a.·+ŽC¦MHR�QÒ_ó

F,F–9Á�ä�í

A meeting is expected to take 

place in December to begin setting 

up the practical next steps for the 

Just Transition Task Force.

�~�¹g¸Y°5d 12 6°#”e36«[�p»@b!�

;�^ñ'3-•��+·Lì!Þ+B/4N4F,+ŽfC��9�I³

.7�ä

#G5/_ËLøpÉhttps://www.itfseafarers.

org/en/news/un-global-compact-

and-shipping-industry-confirm-for -

mation-people-centred-task-force-

ensure
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A brave female cadet recently 

published the horrific experiences 

of sexual assault she endured on 

board a vessel while attending the 

U.S. Merchant Marine Academy. 

The incident and response she de-

tails brings shame on the shipping 

industry and underlines the urgent 

need for action to eliminate vio -

lence in the workplace.
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Eliminating violence in the work -

place requires action from employ -

ers, employees, and governments, 

since it is everyone's responsibility 

to ensure the safety and security of 

seafarers, including women seafar -

ers.
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In her online post the cadet re-

vealed the full horror of the in-

cident that occurred on board a 

Maersk Line vessel while she was 

serving her year at sea in 2019. 

Going public prompted an inde -

pendent inquiry from A.P. Møller–

Mærsk,  and invest igat ions by 

the Maritime Administration of 

the U.S. federal Department of 

Transportation.
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But we cannot leave it there.
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Policies need action
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Maritime must be safe for women: ITF calls for industry to 
work with seafarers as assault case reverberates
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�>Sadly, this is not an isolated inci -

dent, but a reality for many seafar -

ers, both male and female, regard -

less of flag or company, said ITF 

Seafarers' Section Women's repre-

sentative, Lena Dyring.
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�> We know that women's experi-

ences in the shipping industry, 

ashore and at sea often do not 

match the best intentions laid out 

in policies. Although many women 

seafarer trainees have great sup-

port during their education ashore, 

including as part of mentoring pro-

grammes. ”

�>It is an all-too-common an expe -

rience that too many women sea-

�I�D�U�H�U�V�� �V�X�Ñ�H�U�� �I�U�R�P�� �K�D�U�D�V�V�P�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�G��

bullying. Too many encounter dis-

crimination in the workplace, and 

in the worst cases, assault. ”
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Dyring said everyone in maritime 

has a responsibility to change the 

male-dominated culture and re-

move obstacles and barriers faced 

by women in the industry. Dyring 

also revealed that following a re -

cent publication of an ITF state -

ment condemning an assault on a 

female ITF inspector, she received 

a letter from a woman seafarer 

that contained a strong message to 

the industry that is worth amplify -

ing.
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In the letter, the seafarer argues 

that �> violence is NOT the only 

reason why the Maritime Industry 

cannot retain more women. The 

Maritime Industry is riddled with 

poor attitudes & perceptions to -

wards employing / training women, 

cronyism, nepotism, lack of career 

progress (i.e.: by not being con -
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sidered capable of doing the job, 

being passed over [usually by a 

junior male] and lack of opportuni-

ties, employment options, career 

development, etc.) ”.
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As the ITF's Seafarers' Section 

Women's Representative, Lena 

Dyring agrees with the seafarer 

that attracting and retaining wom-

en to seafaring will require more 

than just dealing with perpetrators 

to remove negative behaviours.
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�>She is absolutely right that posi-

tive contribution of women at sea 
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Together, we can make a career 

at sea safe. We can make it se-

cure place for everyone, including 

women, so that all seafarers can 

progress and achieve their full po-

tential,” said Dyring.
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In 2020, women made up just 

1.28% of the overall global seafar -

ing workforce, and just 0.73% of 

officers.[1] While the cruise and 

ferry sectors were the main em-

ployers of women seafarers, the 

pandemic has severely affected 

employment in the former, with 

many women seafarers who were 

working in cruise considering a 

return to sea via the cargo sec -

tor, where a female seafarer will 

typically be outnumbered 20:1 

amongst an otherwise all-male 

crew.
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Seafaring needs women. But wom-

en must be safe, respected and 

valued in seafaring.
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Behaviour, culture must be tackled 

to lift women seafarers
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For many years the industry, sup-

ported by bodies such as the 

International Labour Organization 

(ILO), have worked to increase the 

number of women in the maritime 

industry, including in senior roles.

(Â.��.p»&Ð&³fC"†-•LìMü (ILO) JñLìMü
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The intentions are good, but to 

make meaningful progress, there 

needs to be a shipboard environ-

ment that is inclusive of women. 

This requires awareness training of 

male seafarers with their active co-

operation, establishment of formal 

support networks for women sea -

�I�D�U�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���D�Y�H�Q�X�H�V���I�R�U��

seafarers to raise concerns that are 

promptly investigated and dealt 

with. Unacceptable behaviour must 

be immediately addressed and 

stopped.
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The ITF will soon be publishing its 

own support materials for women 

seafarers, and will be specifically 

including guidance on seafarers' 

rights to safe, healthy and vio-

lence-free workplaces. The push is 

consistent with the ITF's support 

for ratification of ILO Convention 

190 by national governments. C190 

makes clear all workers' rights to 

freedom from gender-based vio -

lence and harassment in the world 

of work.
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Step up and match her bravery 

with action: ITF to industry

To achieve an industry that pro-

motes diversity and inclusion and 

welcomes equally seafarers of all 

genders, collaboration from every -

one in the shipping sector is need -

ed. We know that a more diverse 

workplace that makes use of all our 

ta lents is a stronger and healthier 

one.
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The ITF global union family is 

thankful to this brave woman for 

coming forward to give her account 

of this terrible experience, as it 

makes this important issue more 

visible. The justifiable outrage her 

testimony has caused has the po-

tential to move us toward a safer, 

more inclusive industry for the 

women and girls who are to follow 

her in pursuing a career at sea.
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It is incumbent on all of us to hon -

our this seafarers' bravery with our 

action. The shipping industry must 

now step up and make the change 

happen – and real change needs 

real commitment.  The ITF stand 

ready to play our part in whatever 

way we can.
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ers.org/en/news/maritime-must-

be-safe-women-itf-calls-industry-

work-seafarers-assault-case-rever -

berates
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